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Introduction

The US Windsurfing's Event Guidelines have been created by the Events Committee of US Windsurfing solely as an aid to race event organizers. It is intended to cover issues not addressed by the Racing Rules of Sailing (RRS). This is not a rules book. Competitors and Race Committees shall not refer to these guidelines as a basis for protests. 

It serves several important purposes:

· It provides for a consistent foundation upon which event organizers can start their efforts

· It makes the organizing of events easier by eliminating guesswork and reducing the amount of work LOAs have to do

· It makes participating in events easier because competitors experience consistency in the rules and regulations from event to event

· It endeavors to ensure that events run under these Guidelines will measure up to a high standard of quality in event management thus assuring more events that are successful for organizers, competitors and sponsors.

While US Windsurfing will require all Sanctioned and Recognized events be run according to these guidelines, event organizers should be creative in developing a regatta structure within the Event Guidelines that will work best for the sailors in their region. These Event Guidelines are a work in progress. The Events Committee welcomes all comments and suggestions for their improvement. The key goal, as always, is to attract tons of participants and have fun in the process.

Racing Rules

Rules for Course and Long Distance Racing shall be governed by The Racing Rules of Sailing 2005-2008 (www.isaf.org) and The IFWC 2005 Class Rules & Racing Guidelines (www.formulawindsurfing.org). 

Alternate  Event Guidelines

US Windsurfing recommends the IWA Funboard Racing Rules 2001 Appendix B system for Slalom and for judging and scoring Wave Performance and Freestyle Events. 

Useful Abbreviations and Definitions

EC
Events Coordinator: Responsible for the LOA's oversees, when applicable, registration, regatta office, publicity and media relations, housing assistance, equipment shipping assistance, foreign language interpretation, equipment storage, social events, budget control, prizes and awards, opening and closing ceremonies or dinners, beach cleanup, and special hospitality.

EG
Event Guidelines

FW
Formula Windsurfing Class

HJ
Head Judge works with the PRO  or RD, is usually the head of the protest committee and overseer of proper enforcement of the RRS.

IFCA
International Funboard Class Association

IMCO
International Mistral Class Organization

ISAF
International Sailing Federation 

IWA
International Windsurfing Association

LOA
Local Organizing Authority (a club or regatta committee affiliated with a National Authority.)

Longboards
Sailboards with daggerboards or centerboards i.e. Mistral Superlight II

NGB
National Governing Body

NOA
National Organizing Authority

NOR
Notice of Race

PC
Protest Committee

PWA
Professional Windsurfing Association

PRO
Principal Race Officer, same as Race Director (RD). The chairperson and director of the Race Committee and the supervisor of all as​pects of the Event related to competition including scoring and tabulation of results 

RC
Race Committee: Any person or persons responsible for carrying out the designated duties of the RC

RD
Race Director; see PRO

RE
US Windsurfing Recognized Event (All competitors members)

RRS
Racing Rules of Sailing as published by ISAF or IWA Funboard Racing Rules

Shortboard
Sailboards without daggerboards or centerboards i.e. Starboard 175

SE
US Windsurfing Sanctioned Event (Sanction fees paid and all competitors members) 

SI
Sailing Instructions

US SAILING
United States Sailing Association

US Windsurfing
United States Windsurfing Association

The Event Paperwork

Notice of Race

US Windsurfing recognizes the Notice of Race as a vitally important ingredient to all windsurfing regattas. The Notice of Race is a highly descriptive document informing competitors of all pertinent data where by they may decide whether or not to attend an event and how that event is to be structured. Event organizers are encouraged to use the NOR template included in these Guidelines modified to suit their event. They may also create their own NOR using the guidelines of IWA Funboard Racing Rules, Appendix J.

Only the parts marked as modifiable may be modified. For US Windsurfing National and Regional Championships the NOR shall be produced by LOA and submitted for preview and comments to the US Windsurfing Events Committee as soon as the US Windsurfing sanctioned event is announced. After the NOR has been approved by US Windsurfing it shall be made available to competitors a minimum of 30 days prior the first day of the event.

The notice of race shall include the following information:
· the title, place and dates of the event and name of the organizing authority;
· that the event will be governed by the rules as defined in The Funboard Racing Rules;
· a list of any other documents that will govern the event (for example, the Class Measurement Rules, to the extent that they apply);
· the classes and divisions to race, conditions of entry and any restrictions on entries;
· the times of registration and warning signals for the practice race or first race, and succeeding races if known.
The notice of race shall include any of the following that would help competitors decide whether to attend the event or that conveys other information they will need before the sailing instructions become available:
· that advertising will be restricted to Category A (see Appendix 1) and
· other information related to Appendix 1;
· that the ISAF Competitor Classification System (or some other competitor classification system) will apply;
· the procedure for advance registration or entry, including fees and any closing dates;
· an entry form, to be signed by the board’s owner or owner’s representative, containing words such as ‘I agree to be bound by The Funboard Racing Rules and by all other rules that govern this event’;
· measurement procedures or requirements for measurement ;
· the time and place at which the sailing instructions will be available;
· any changes to the racing rules (see rule 86);
· any changes to class rules, referring specifically to each rule and stating the change;
· the courses to be sailed;
· the penalty for breaking a rule of Part 2, other than the 720º Turn Penalty;
· denial of the right of appeal, subject to rule 70.4;
· the scoring system, including the number of races scheduled and the minimum number that must be completed to constitute a series;
· prizes.
Sailing Instructions

The SI's provide the rules framework for events so that competitors and organizers understand the parameters that will be followed to make the event fun, safe, fair and competitive. Event organizers are encouraged to use the Sailing Instructions template included in these Guidelines, modified for their event. Only the parts marked as modifiable may be modified.  For US Windsurfing National and Regional Championships the SIs shall be produced by LOA and submitted to the US Windsurfing Events Committee for preview and comments as soon as possible after the US Windsurfing sanctioned event is confirmed. After the SIs has been approved by US Windsurfing it shall be made available to competitors no later than at the first skippers meeting.

The Sailing Instructions shall include but not be limited to the following information:
· that the event will be governed by the rules as defined in The Funboard Racing Rules;
· a list of any other documents that will govern the event (for example, the Class Measurement Rules, to the extent that they apply);
· the schedule of races, the classes and divisions to race and times of warning signals for each class and division;
· the course(s) to be sailed, or a list of marks from which the course will be selected and, if relevant, how courses will be signalled;
· descriptions of marks, including starting and finishing marks, stating the order and side on which each is to be left and identifying all rounding marks (see rule 28.1);
· descriptions of the starting and finishing lines, class and/or division flags and any special signals to be used; the time limit, if any, for finishing;
· the scoring system, included by reference to Appendix A, to class rules or other rules governing the event, or stated in full. State the number of races scheduled and the minimum number that must be completed to constitute a series.
The sailing instructions shall include those of the following that will apply:

· that advertising will be restricted to Category A (see Appendix 1) and other information related to Appendix 1;
· that the ISAF Competitor Classification System (or some other competitor classification system) will apply;
· replacement of the any ISAF or Funboard Racing rules with government rules. 
· changes to the racing rules permitted by rule 86, referring specifically to each rule and stating the change;
· that the prescriptions of the national authority will not apply;
· if the prescriptions of the national authority will apply at an international event, a copy in English of the prescriptions;
· changes to class rules, referring specifically to each rule and stating the change;
· restrictions controlling changes to boards when supplied by the organizing authority;
· the registration on arrival procedure;
· measurement or inspection procedure;
· location(s) of official notice board(s);
· procedure for changing the sailing instructions;
· safety requirements, such as requirements and signals for personal buoyancy, check-in at the starting area, and check-out and check-in ashore;
· signals to be made ashore and location of signal station(s);
· the racing area (a chart is recommended);
· approximate course length and approximate length of windward legs;
· the time limit, if any, for boats other than the first boat to finish;
· the location of the starting area and any applicable restrictions;
· any special procedures or signals for individual or general recalls;
· boats identifying mark locations;
· procedure for changes of course after the start and any special signals;
· any special procedure for shortening the course or for finishing a shortened course;
· restrictions on use of support boats and on outside assistance provided to a board that is not racing;
· the penalty for breaking a rule of Part 2, other than the 360º Turns Penalty;
· protest procedure and times and place of hearings;
· denial of the right of appeal, subject to rule 70.4;
· the national authority’s approval of the appointment of an international jury under rule 89(c);
· when and where races postponed or abandoned for the day will be resailed;
· tides and currents;
· prizes; 
· other commitments of the race committee and obligations of competitors.
US Windsurfing Events Sanctioning or Recognition

To list an event or series of events in the "US Windsurfing News" or the US Windsurfing Website, event organizers may have to comply with the following criteria.

· LOA Membership. The LOA must be a current US Windsurfing member to arrange US Windsurfing Events.

· Common Purpose. Events must be conducted under the RRS, Prescriptions of US SAILING, any Class Rules, the NOR and the SI.

· Regatta Liability Insurance. Adequate Regatta Liability Insurance is required and may be issued through US SAILING / US Windsurfing or other suitable carrier.

You must submit a list of events to your Regional Director for which you desire recognition. The Regional Directors will review the list and select the Regional Championship and Points Regattas for their regions. This information will then be submitted to the US Windsurfing office. Upon approval of recognition, you'll receive the US Windsurfing Race Kit.; US Windsurfing EM or update sheets; reproducible US Windsurfing membership form; and regatta liability and other insurance information.

To apply for and conduct an International or National Championship, a proposal must be to the US Windsurfing Events Committee. 

Entry Requirements for Competitors

· MEMBERSHIP All competitors must be a current U. S. Windsurfing members to enter a sanctioned US Windsurfing Event. The list of members is available from the US Windsurfing office.

· NOVICE WAIVERS. You may encourage Novices to participate in your Events by waiving the Race Fee and US Windsurfing Membership.

· COMPETITOR IDENTIFICATION. Competitors must identify sails with their US Windsurf​ing registered sail number or the registered sail number of their national authority or the sail number of their chartered equipment or if Novices, in a way approved by the PRO or RD.

Safety Recommendations

Boat(s) on the Water. 

In the interest of safety, US WINDSURFING suggests a minimum number of boats on the water:

· International and National Championships-Committee boat plus a minimum of two other boats.

· Regional Championships- Committee boat plus a minimum of one other boat. 

· All other Events except Long Distance- Committee boat.

· Long Distance Events- Committee boat plus two other boats on the water, unless the course is less than a mile and repeated a number of times, in which case, a committee boat plus a minimum of one other boat immediately available in the case of an emergency.

Each boat should be equipped at the minimum with extra Coast Guard approved PFDs as may be needed in the case of a rescue, safety flares, marine radio with extra battery, a boarding ladder and other necessary safety equipment. A qualified skipper(s) should be selected, capable of operating the vessel in all conditions that can be reasonably anticipated.

Competitor Safety Equipment Recommendations

Life Jackets. Competitors must be allowed to wear life jackets (designed to turn even an unconscious person onto a safe, face upwards position) and buoyancy aids (designed to assist a conscious person to stay afloat) if they so desire or if prescribed by International Class Rules.

Weight Devices and PFDs. US Windsurfing prohibits all equipment and extra clothing for the purpose of increasing a competitor's weight. FRS Rule 43

Drinking Water. Competitors may be allowed to carry drinking water provided the container does not exceed one liter in capacity.

Innovative Equipment. The use of any innovative equipment that may cause injury in the event of contact may be prohibited in the interest of safety.

Sail Numbers

Sail numbers provide a way of identifying competitors for the purpose of scoring or protests. It is the competitor’s responsibility to be identifiable. RDs should be reasonable in their requests for clear numbers. RCs shall not be held accountable for not scoring competitors that, for lack of clear numbers, are not identifiable.

All competitors shall display, clearly and legibly, the unique sail number assigned to them by US Windsurfing upon becoming members. If only one set is used then they shall be on the starboard side. If two sets are used, they shall be placed starboard side high and port side low.  USW suggests that sail numbers measure at least 10” or 25 cm tall. 

Competitors should display their national letters above or in front of the US Windsurfing sail number and should use a space or dash between sail letters and numbers i.e. ("HI-01" or "KAY 3".)

When competing internationally, under the auspices of ISAF or in other situations where the NOR specifies RRS regarding national letters, competitors should register with and display the national letters "USA" plus non-alphanumeric number i.e. (USA 123). Any Olympic Class should adhere to the ISAF RRS appendix G and B7.

Competitors who must sail with a different sail number than the one they registered must inform the RC or Scorekeepers of the temporary sail number change prior to racing. 

Competitors who wish to share a quiver of sails may register using the same sail numbers and distinguish among themselves using streamers. For example "US-1" and "US-1+1str" and US-1+2str. 

Competition Grouping 

The purpose of dividing the racers into classes is to make sure that competitors sail against other competitors with the same equipment limitations. The NOR should specify the Competition Groups to be offered.

Fleet: A group that starts together and sails a same course.

Class: A group using similar gear

US Windsurfing currently recommends the following Classes:

· Open Class: Competitors using racing gear with no equipment limitations*

· Formula Windsurfing Class: Competitors participating using FW approved gear and subscribing to its gear limitations

· Formula Experience: Competitors participating using FE gear and subscribing to its gear limitations

· Mistral Prodigy: Competitors participating using Mistral Prodigy gear and subscribing to its gear limitations

· RS:X: Competitors participating using RS:X gear and subscribing to its gear limitations

· Other identified classes common to a region or new (experimental) classes

*It should be noted that the wind minimums stated in the NOR will have a profound effect on how Open Classes are organized. Current equipment development in conjunction with a 7 or 8 knot wind minimum will almost insure that the open fleet will be composed of short boards. A 3 knot wind minimum could bias the entrants toward including longboards in their race equipment in order to remain competitive. It is also possible to split the open class into two classes – an open shortboard class with an 8 knot wind minimum and an open longboard class with a 3 knot wind minimum. Though neither class would be exclusive to long or short boards (as they are both ‘open’ classes, it might encourage competitors knowing they wouldn’t have to bring both to be competitive. It is up to the LOA’s to decide how to organize the classes and wind minimums in order to achieve maximum fun and participation by all.

Division: Competitors within a class are grouped into divisions based on gender and/or age and/or weight.  A minimum of six persons is recommended to form any Competition Group. The general feeling is that having too many divisions breaks down the fabric of the competition.

Age Division suggestions: Kids (6 to 12 years), Junior (18 yrs. or younger), Mens and Womens (19-34 yrs), Junior Masters (35-44 yrs.), Masters (45-​54), Grand Masters (55 – 64), Senior Masters (65 and over), Open (All ages.) Competitors may choose to race in an age division younger than their own age except nobody over 18 years may race in the Junior Class. Men/Women Juniors may choose to race in the Mens/Womens division but not in the Kids division. Kids may choose to race in the Junior division.

When combining age divisions due to lack of participation RD should combine the class not making a minimum with the next younger class except when the next older class does not meet minimum number requirements as well.

Weight Division suggestions: RD may choose any number of ways to divide classes by weight. The fairest may be to weight all competitors within the class and break the class into an appropriate number of evenly sized weight divisions.

Event Scoring

The NOR should specify the scoring formats to be used.  The two suggested formats are:

CLASS SCORING: If possible, all competitors in the same class should start at the same time, sail the same course and race against one another for finishing positions/points in their class regardless of their Division.  This is the preferred method because:

· It ranks all competitors within a class together and most competitors have this preference

· Simplifies the computation of scores

The RD may designate certain divisions of a Class to start separately for the sake of safety and/or for the benefits of those divisions. Those divisions starting separately shall be scored separately. And example of this may be a separate start for juniors or women or grand masters.
DIVISION SCORING: All competitors race against one another for finishing positions/points within their Division. This system may work better in regattas of such huge participation that classes have be broken down into different starts to reduce to manageable numbers the amount of competitors per start. This is not the preferred scoring method. 

When two or more classes start together and share the same course, they shall still be scored separately.

The system that will be used for scoring an event must be clearly stated in the Notice of Race. Refer to FRR Appendix 1A. 

Crowning of US Windsurfing National Champions

US Windsurfing will recognize a US Windsurfing Member National Champion for every class raced at the US Windsurfing National Championship. 

The USW Member that is the overall winner of each class will be the US Windsurfing National Champion for that class.

US Windsurfing may choose to run US Windsurfing National Championships for different classes at different times and/or venues.  US Windsurfing shall hold no more than one US Windsurfing National Championship per class per calendar year.

Wind Minimums and Maximums

Windsurf racing should be conducted in conditions that test the sailors and their gear. Extremely light or extremely strong wind may not be fair test of windsurfing ability and/or may be unsafe. Some Race Directors feel that if pumping is to be the primary means of propulsion then racing should not be conducted.

US Windsurfing recommends the following average/sustained wind minimums and maximums which vary according to the type of competition and/or equipment used.


Wind Minimum at Start
Wind Maximum

· Open: 
8 knots
30 knots Course Racing


12 knots
40 knots Slalom

· Formula Windsurfing
8 knots
25 knots

· Formula Experience: 
8 knots
25 knots

· RS:X:
3 knots 
30 knots

· Mistral Prodigy:
3 knots 
30 knots

· Longboard Open: 
3 knots 
35 knots

Measuring the Windspeed

It behooves Race Directors to invest in an accurate wind speed-measuring device. It is usual practice to measure wind speed at the start boat. Most Race Directors choose to include the following clause in the Sailing Instructions.

Wind Minimum

The Race Director will endeavor to run races in suitable racing conditions. The Wind Minimum for racing will be XX knots. Wind speed will be measured at the Start Boat. If winds at the start boat drop below XX knots for XX seconds, racing maybe postponed or abandoned. The RC will be the sole judge of wind speed and its decision may not be appealed or protested.

Courses

Race Courses should challenge the sailors tactically as well a physically. The more tactical courses are the ones which present the racers with open choices in where to go and how far. Windward-Leeward courses meet this requirement well with the big added benefit of being easy to set and modify. They are simple to understand and require few resources.  

Reaching legs used to be popular in the past but most talented race directors use them with the purpose of bringing the racing close to the beach or the media. Reaching legs are easy thus courses with reaching legs are better for beginner and intermediate events. They are not recommended for Formula Windsurfing because they put huge strain on the gear and the sailors and often result in dangerous sailing conditions.

Course races should last between 15 and 25 minutes for the first finisher. RDs are encouraged to experiment with courses that are shorter. Race Directors that have a their disposal a lot of time and RC resources may wish to vary the courses from day to day or even hour to hour. For this to work  communication between the RC and the competitors must be very effective.
Start Lines

Start lines should be longer for FW and Open Class starts than for Longboard starts with similar number of boats. RD should take special care to set very square lines as the difference in the pointing angles of boards vs. other sailboats make it very favorable for those that start in the “right” place.

Long Distance Races

Long distance races were also popular in the past. These races should challenge the sailors’ endurance. They are more fun when they involve sailing around islands or other large marks. They are less fun if they are just long reaches back and forth. Its important to remember the safety issues that these events may present. 

Designing racing events for High Spectator Appeal

Racing events should be tailored to the racers first and to the spectators a far second. If we insist on augmenting the benefits to the spectators, here are some of the things that we can do to improve the spectator appeal of current competitive events: 

· Wireless live camera feed from the water to a huge TV monitor on the beach would be the single most exciting development in increasing the appeal of competitive events to the general public. This is very expensive.

· Money spent on an onsite narrator that understands windsurf racing, has a good speaking voice, makes racing fun (tough to do but possible) and who can really connect the spectator with the show in the water is money well spent. This is cheap.

· Spectators and competitors need quick results. The results need to be posted on the event bulletin board, posted in the event's Internet site and presented to the media immediately after the racing if not during. They need to be posted in a clear and concise way so that anyone can understand what is going on. This is very cheap. Now…a huge scoreboard would be cool (but really expensive).

And the media?

It is critical that events have media-savvy commentators, press relation people and a staff photographer (digital is the way to go) so that info and images can get to the press the right way. Organizers need to provide boats or other facilities that make getting the event editorially published a fact and not a lucky occurrence. Do not let press people try to guess what to write.  Have competent, articulate, educated windsurfers that know racing write the press releases or at least feed the media machine. This may cost a bit but its well worth it.

USW E.G. Appendix 1 - Starting Systems

Standard Start System

US Windsurfing recommends the use of ISAF Standard Flag start sequences. 

Event organizers should follow RRS 26

Beach Start System
Beach starts are of high spectator appeal but shall not be used in regional or national championships. Many consider this system to be fun but not a fair way to start a race. Its is particularly dangerous in shallow beaches.

Competitors shall draw a number by a predetermined means listed in the SI directly before the start and take a starting position corresponding to their position in the heat. If starting positions are drawn, then number one shall be assigned the windward posi​tion unless otherwise stipulated.

After competitors have taken their starting positions, the starting officer shall give a preparatory signal by raising a flag and giving three short sound signals. At any time thereafter, the starting officer may give the starting signal by lowering the red flag and giving one long sound signal.

The flag and sound signals used must be clearly described in the SI

USW E.G. Appendix 2 - US Windsurfing National Racing Tour Event Criteria

US Windsurfing requires all event organizers to submit proposals through their US Windsurfing Regional Director or to the US Windsurfing Event Committee Chair for the recog​nition of events that meet the following criteria. Recognition for a particular Event will be recommended or not at the discretion of the Event Committee, based on its evaluation of the following criteria:

· The LOA shall be current members of US Windsurfing.

· The LOA agrees to conduct the event under RRS, Prescriptions of US SAILING, any Class Rules and the US Windsurfing EG.

· All competitors shall be required to be current members of US Windsurfing except those on Sport Fleet Classes.

· Site and date in relation to other Events

· Past history of Event and race management 

· Background of LOA

· Event sponsors 

Upon approval of recognition, the LOA must obtain the following:

· US Sailing-Racing Rules of Sailing may be purchased from US Windsurfing ($15) or free with US Sailing membership

· US Windsurfing Event Guidelines or update sheets

· US Windsurfing membership form which may be duplicated by the LOA. 

· Regatta liability & other insurance information

USW E.G. Appendix 3 - US Windsurfing Regions

Region 1
Pacific
Hawaii, Guam

Region 2
Southwest
Arizona, California, Nevada

Region 3
Northwest
Alaska, Idaho, Oregon, Washington

Region 4
Rocky Mountain
Colorado, Montana, New Mexico, Utah, Wyoming

Region 5
South Central
Arkansas, Louisiana, Oklahoma, Texas

Region 6
North Central
Iowa, Kansas, Missouri, Nebraska, North Dakota, South Dakota, Minnesota

Region 7
Great Lakes
Illinois, Indiana, Kentucky, Michigan, Ohio, Wisconsin

Region 8
Northeast
Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, New York, Rhode Island, Vermont

Region 9
Mid-Atlantic
Delaware, District of Columbia, Maryland, New Jersey, North Carolina, Pennsylvania, Virginia, West Virginia

Region 10
Southeast
Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Mississippi, South Carolina, Tennessee

Region 1 I
Caribbean
Puerto Rico, Virgin Islands, Canal Zone

USW E.G. Appendix 4 - US Windsurfing National Racing Tour Ranking System

 

Every competitor sailing in ranking class in a US Windsurfing National Racing Tour Event would earn US Windsurfing National Ranking Points (NRPs) according to the following formula:

 

NRPs = (number or competitors in his/her class – his/her finishing position + participation bonus). 


The participation bonus is 10 points. The point here is to give a participation bonus to those who competed and finished near the bottom over those racers that did not compete at all.
 

The formula is: RP=(no. of Comp in class) - Pos+10 


For example, in a race with 40 competitors in a class, a competitor that finishes 3rd will receive Ranking Points for that regatta as follows:
NRP= 40 - 3 + 10  =  47 Points 

At the end of the year the competitors with the most ranking points in their class would be crowned US Windsurfing National Racing Tour Champions in their class. 

USW E.G. Appendix 5 - Notice of Race Template

To use this template

1. Select everything from Insert your event here to the bottom. 

2. Copy and then paste into a new document

3. Save it to your drive and title it My Event NOR

4. Substitute everything in red for the appropriate information related to your event

5. Save it when done

6. Email it to: Jaime@uswindsurfing.org or steve@windsurfing.org for approval

Insert your event name or event logo here

Notice of Race

1. Event
The Your event will be held from your dates in your town, USA. your town is located in the warm and windy your beach.

2. Organizer
The Your event is organized by your LOA under specified conditions laid down by the classes involved and US Windsurfing in co-operation with whomever if applicable. 

3. Venue & Weather
Racing will take place at your Beach in your town, your state. The city of your town is part of the whatever Metro area. The site is located only xx minutes from the whatever International Airport.

During the month of the race the weather conditions are: AVERAGE WIND XX KNOTS; Water temp: XXºF; Average air temp: XXºF. Wetsuits are or are not required.

4. Rules
This event will be governed by the Funboard Racing Rules 2001, Formula Windsurfing Appendix, the current Formula Windsurfing event manual, the FW Class Rules, this Notice of Race ("NoR") and the Sailing Instructions
The event is classified as a category C event as set out in the ISAF RRS App. 1

5. Eligibility
5.1 Entries shall meet the requirements of ISAF RRS App. 2

5.2 All competitors shall be US Windsurfing Members. Competitors may join US Windsurfing on site for a cost of US $35.00 payable in US funds by cash only.

6. Classes, Divisions & Equipment
6.1 Competition will be held in the following classes: Whatever1 Class, Whatever2 Class and Whatever3 Class

6.2 A minimum of five competitors is required to constitute a division.
6.3 Whatever1 Class
This is the championship racing class for advanced level racers only. They will race for XX days starting on Whateverday the XXth of Month.
6.3.1 Divisions Suggestions
Whatever1 Men (men less than 35 years)
Whatever1 Master (men 35 and over)
Whatever1 Women
Whatever1 Juniors (boys and girls 17 years or less)
6.3.2 Equipment as per Whatever Class Rules. 
(1) Whatever Class board
(3) Sails
(3) Skegs

6.4 Whatever2 Class
This is the class for the everyday competitive sailors. They will race for XX days starting on whenever the XXth of month.
6.4.1 Divisions Suggestions
Whatever2 Juniors (boys and girls 17 years or less)
Whatever2 Men (men less than 35 years)
Whatever2 Masters (men 35 and over)
Whatever2 Techno (men and women using BIC Techno 283)
Whatever2 Women

6.4.2 Equipment
(1) Board without a provision for a centerboard or a daggerboard. In the Techno Class the board shall be a BIC Techno 283 or Tiga X281, none of which may be in seamless Carbon construction.
(3) Sails

7. Prizes
7.1 The top racers in each class will be crowned Your Event Champions in that class
7.2 Trophies shall be awarded to at least the first XXX in each division.

7.3 Prize Money Breakdown.


8. Measurement.
It is the responsibility of each competitor to ensure that his/her sailboard and equipment conforms to Class Rules. Measurement and equipment checks will be made throughout the event.

9. Sail Numbers
All Sails shall have unique and legible sail numbers.

10. Liability
Competitors take part in all races at their own risk. The Organizing Authority, US Windsurfing, ISAF, FW Class, IWA or any of their officials or representatives or the sponsors or their officials or representatives are not responsible, under any circumstances, for any damage, loss or injury either ashore or on the water either to persons or equipment, which may result. Participation in this event, supporting events and in each race in them is at the sole discretion of the sailor and at his/her own risk.

11. Courses
Courses shall be described in the SIs.

12. Scoring
The Funboard Racing Rules low points scoring system (App. A2) will apply. 

13. International Jury
An International Jury will be appointed. Their decisions will be final and cannot be appealed

14. Sailing Instructions (SIs)/Event Program
The 'SIs' and the Event Program containing social events will be available at registration.

15. Television and Media
In consideration to being permitted to participate in or the event, competitors automatically grant the Organizing Authority the right in perpetuity to make, use and show from time to time at, their discretion, any motion pictures, still pictures and live, taped or filmed television and other reproduction of them, taken during the period of the event.

16. Bibs/Vests & Competitors Sail Branding.
During racing, competitors may be required by the organizers to wear bibs/vests carrying the event sponsors' branding and Sail Stickers above the boom. Prior to arrival on site, competitors wishing to apply their own sponsor's branding to their sails below the boom are advised to seek 'Brand Approval' from the organizer to ensure that there is no conflict with event sponsors. The decision of the organizers will be final.

17. Activity Schedule 

Date
Time
Activity
Location

Monday, July 23
10:00 am to 5:00 pm
Arrival & Registration
Beach

18. Accommodation
The your event hotel is the Whatever Hotel. Please Register using code “XCXB”. The discounted rate available during the week prior to the event and until a week past the event is $xxx.xx per room, double occupancy plus tax. More information will be posted on the your event Website http://www.your_event.com as soon as it is available.

19. Air Travel/Transportation
The nearest Airport is whatever located approximately XX minutes from the race site. The organizers will or will not arrange transport to and from the airport. Please contact the organizers directly through your event website.

20. Registration & Entries Fees for Competitors and Non-Competitors
20.1 Competitors must check-in on site at the registration desk located at the Race site. The registration desk will be open for all racers on whenever from 11:00 am 5:00 pm.

20.2 Competitors may enter in advance by sending an official entry form which may be downloaded from the your_event website along with credit card information to yourname@yourevent.com. 

20.3 Non-competitors accompanying racers are encouraged to pay to the non–competitor fee. This fee must be paid at the race site in cash, US Funds. It entitles them to:

Whatever

20.4 Competitor Entry Fees 
Competitors who’s entry fee is received before whenever will receive a XX discount
Open Men, Open Master & Open Women
$ whatever
Open Juniors:
$ whatever
Weekend Warrior Men & Masters:
$ whatever
Weekend Warrior Juniors, Women and Techno:
$ whatever
Note: The entry fee may be paid by: Visa or Master Card or in cash, US funds

20.5 Non-Competitor Fee. 
This fee must be paid at the race site in cash only, US Funds
Full week
$ whatever
Weekend
$ whatever
21. Information
For updated information please contact  yourname@yourevent.com  or visit our website at http://www.yourevent.com  or call You at XXX-XX-XXX
USW E.G. Appendix 6 – Sailing Instruction Template

To use this template

7. Select everything from Insert your event here to the bottom. 

8. Copy and then paste into a new document

9. Save it to your drive and title it My Event Sailing Instructions

10. Substitute everything in red for the appropriate information related to your event

11. Save it when done

12. Email it to: Jaime@uswindsurfing.org or steve@windsurfing.org for approval

Your Event Name here

Sailing Instructions

1. Rules
a. The regatta will be governed by the Racing Rules of Sailing 2001-2004 (RRS), including the Sailboard Racing Rules (RRS Appendix B) and the notice of  Race, except as changed by these Sailing Instructions; The Funboard Racing Rules 2001 and the Class Rules except as altered by these Sailing Instructions (SI) and these Sailing Instructions (SI).  

b. This event is classified as a category C event as set out in the ISAF RRS. App. 1 Competitors shall be required to display an advertisement of the Event Sponsor. The stickers supplied shall not be reduced in size, and shall be placed just above the on both sides of the sail. Competitors shall carry the official Lycra of the event.

2. Entries

ISAF eligibility to RRS Appendix 2 is required for any person who wants to compete in the FW Pan Ams 2001.

3. Notice to Competitors/Changes in the Sailing Instructions and Racing Schedule
Any Notice to the Competitors or change in the Sailing Instructions will be signed by the Race Director and posted on the Official Notice Board (ONB) located at the Regatta Center. Any change to the sailing Instructions (other than the Racing Schedules) will be posted before 0830 on the day it will take effect.
Any change in the first scheduled Starting Times will be posted before 2000 hs on the day before it will take effect.

4. Signals Made Ashore

Signals made ashore will be displayed from the Flagpole near the Regatta Office
The following Flag Signals will be used:
Flag “AP” with two (2) sounds signals (one sound signal when lowered) means:
“Races not started are postponed. The Warning Signal will be made not less than 30 minutes after “AP” is lowered”.

5. The Courses

The course Diagrams, the order in which Marks are to be passed, and the side on which each Mark is to be left will be posted on the ONB at the skipper meeting.

6. Marks.

The course marks shall be described at the Skippers Meeting.

7. The start

Races will be started as follows
Time

Title


Visual Signals


Sound Signals
-5

Warning


Class Flag



1 sound
-4

Preparatory

P, I, Z or Black flag


1 sound
-1




P, I, Z or Black flag removed

1 sound
0

Starting


Class Flag removed


1 sound

The starting line will be between the Starting Mark on the Port end and a flagpole displaying an orange flag on the RC boat locating on the starboard end.
Rule 30.3 (Black Flag) shall apply from the first start.

8. Class flags

The FW class flag is a White flag with “ FW” in black.
The Weekend Warriors class flag, is a white flag with a red circle.

9. The Finish

a. The finishing line will be between the RC boat displaying a blue Flag and the finishing mark positioned as indicated in the respective Course Diagrams. 

b. Boards failing to finish within XX minutes after the first boat in her class legally crosses the finish line will be scored Did Not Finish (DNF). This Changes Rule 35.

10. Committee Boat Identification

a. Committee Boats will fly colored flags specified at the Skippers Meeting.
Jury boats will fly flags with “Jury”

b. Press boats will fly flags with “ Press”

11. Change of course after the start.

There will be no change of course after the start.  

12. Wind Minimum

a. The minimum wind to start a race will be a constant XX knots.

b. All wind speeds will be measured at the start boat. The race committee will be sole judge of wind speed and their decision is final. 

13. Competition Format

a. Up to XX Races per day maybe scheduled.  The regatta will be a valid event with XX race completed.

b. If a race has to be postponed that race may be raced the day after as a Sixth race if time allows.

c. There shall be one discard when XX races completed, two discards when XX races are completed and 3 discards when XX or more races are completed .

d. The maximum number of races shall be XX for the Whatever Class and XX for the Whatever Class.

14. Scoring

Scoring will be by Class (Whatever & Whatever) with the best three results in the subdivisions receiving the prizes

15. Equipment and Measurement checks.

All the boards, sails and fins shall be stamped before the start of the first race. Competitors shall report to the measurers on site. 

16. Support Boats

Team leaders, coaches, and other support personnel shall not be in the Racing Area (which shall be posted at the skipper’s meeting) from the time of the Preparatory Signal until all boards have finished or the Race Committee signals a postponement, or Abandonment. The penalty failing to comply with this requirement will be the disqualification of or, at the discretion of the Jury, other disciplinary actions against all boats associated with the support personnel who do so.

17. TV and Press Boats

Actions by the TV and Press boats shall not be ground for redress. Drivers appointed by the Organizing Committee will drive these boats.

18. Environment

Any competitor observed by a member of the jury or Race Committee discharging trash into the water may,  after a hearing called in accordance with Rule 60.2 & Rule 60.3, be penalized at the discretion of the Jury in accordance to statements to that effect in the SI’s. This changes Rule 64.1 (c)

19. Safety Prescriptions

a. A competitor leaving the Racing Area before the end of the Race shall notify a Race Committee boat before leaving the Race Area or, when that is impossible, the Regatta Office, immediately after arrival in the ashore.

b. Competitors not leaving the shore for a Race shall inform the Regatta Office before the Start.

c. If any one of the signals Flag AP over A or AP over H or N over H is made on a Race Committee boat, all competitors shall return ashore immediately.

20. Liability Waiver

By filling out and signing the registration form, all those taking part in the regatta do so at their own risk and responsibility. The Organizing Committee and all parties involved with the organization of your event disclaim any and every responsibility whatsoever for loss, damage, injury or inconvenience that might occur to persons and goods, both ashore and at sea as a consequence of participation in your event and any ancillary activity related to your event.

